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XGiscel lasers, 
MEMOIR OF RICHARD BAXTER. 


From -Wippievon’s Ev axnGabicab 
PRiocrRaPryr, 


Continued from page 109.4 


Speaking of his residence at Kidders 
minster, Dr. Bates proceeds to say, that 
‘here Mr. Baxter’s munstry, by tne di- 
vine influence, was of admirable eflica- 
cy. The harvest answered the seed 
that wassowed. Before his coming, the 
me place was like a piece of dry and barren 
earth, only ignorance and profaneuess, 
as natives of the soil, were rfe amorg 
them; but Dy the blessing of Heaven 
upon his labour and cultivating, the face 
of paradise appeared there in ail the 
fruits of righteousness. Many were 
translated from the state of polluted na- 
ture, to the state of grace; and many 
were advanced to higher degrees of holi- 
ness. ‘The bad were changed to good, 
and the good to better. Conversion is 
the excetlent work of divine grace. The 
etlicacy of the means is trom the supreme 
mover. But God usually. makes those 
ministers successful in that blessed work, 
whose principal desigu and delight is, to 
vlorify im in the saving of souls. This 
was the reigning affection of his heart, 
andthe was extraordinarily qualified te 
obtain his end. . His prayers were an 
effusion of the most melting expressions, 
and his. intimate ardent affections to 
God: from the abundance of the heart 
his lips spake. His soul took wing for 
Heaven, and wrapped up the souls of o- 
thers with him. Never did I see or hear 
aholy minister address himself to God 
with more reverence and humility ; with 
inere respeet. to his gloricus greatness ; 
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never with more zeal and fervency. core 
respondent to the infinite morneur of hig 
recuests: nor with more filial affiance in 
tic divine mercy. 


In his sermons there was a rare uolon 
of arguinents asd motives to convince 
the mind, and gain the heart: all the 
fountains of reason aud persuasion were 
oper to his discerning eye. Thete was 
ho resisting the tovee of his discoursesy 
ithout denying reason and divine reve- 
lation. He had a marvellous felicity 
aud copiousness in speaking, There 
was a noble negligence in his style: fer 
hisereatmind could not stoop to the affect. 
al eloquence of words. He despised 
Nashy oratory : but his expressions were 
clear aud powertul, so coaviucing the une 
derstanding, so entering intothe soul, so 
ensaciny the affections, that those were ag 
deaf as adcers, who were not charmed 
by so wise a charmer. ble wa animated 
with the Holy Spirit, and breatied celes« 
tial fire, to inspire eait and. fife inte 
dead sinners, and to melt the obduraté 
in their frozen tombs. Metlinks I stil 
hear him spealing those powerful words: 
«A wretel thatis condemued to die to- 
morrow, cannot furget it: and yet, poor 
sinners, that continually are untertain 
to live an hour, and certain speedily to 
see the majesty of the Lord, to their un- 
conceivable joy or terror, as sure as thy 
now live upon earth: can forpet these 
things for which they have their memory 
and which, one would thiak, houtd 
drown the matters of this world, as the 
report of a cannon does a whisper, or as 
the sun obscures the poorest giow-worm, 
© wonderful stupidity of an dnregene- 
rate soul! O wonderful folly ind dis- 
tractedness of the ungodJy! hat ever 
men can forget, I say again, t!.at they 
can forget, eternal joy, eternal wee and 
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the eternal God, and the place of their 
eternal uic! Lang eable abode, when they 
stand even at the door, and there is but 
the thin vei! of flesh between them and 
that amazing sight, that eternal gulp hy 
and they are daily dying and stepping 
im. o* 

Besides, his wonderful dilic ence, in 
catechizing the particular families under 
his char ge, was exceeding useful to plant 
religion in therm, Personal instruction 
and application of divine truths, have an 
excellent advantage and efficacy to insi- 
nuate, and iotuse religion into the minds 
and hearts of men, and, by the conver- 
sion of parents aud masters, to reform 
whale families that are under theirin Wnie- 
diate direction and government. While 
he was at Kidderminster, he wrote and 
published that accomplished model of an 
evangelical minister, styled * Gildas § Sal- 
vianus, or the Reformed Pastor.” fn 
that book, he clears beyond all cavil, that 
the duty of ministers is net eonined to 
their study and the pulpit, but that they 
should make use of opportunities to in- 
struct families within their care. as it is 
said by the apostle, that he had kept back 
nothing from his hearers that was pre- 
fitable, but had taught them publicly, 
and from house to house. Acts xx. 20, 
21. The idea of a faithful mpeg de- 
lineated in that book, was a copy taken 
from the life, from his own zealous ex- 
ample. His unwearied industry to do 
good to his flock, was answered ‘by cor- 
respondent love and thankfulness. He 
was an angel in theiresteem. He would 


often speak with great complacence of 


their dear alfections : and a little before 
nis death, said,“ He believed they were 
more expressive of kinduess to him, than 
the christian converts were to the apos- 
tle Paul, by what appears io his wri- 
tings.” 


While he remained at Kidderminster, 
nis illustrious worth was not shaded cy a 
corner, but dispersed its beains and in 
fluence round the counti y. ay his coun- 
sel and excitatifn,the ministers in Wor- 
cestershire, episcopal, presbyterian, and 
congregational, were united, that, by 
their studies, labours, and advice, the 
doctrine and practice of religion, the 





* Sermons before the House of Commons, 
1560, Wul. iv. p. 72 
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truth and holiness of the gospel, might 
be preserved in all the churches commit. 
ted to their charge. This association 
was of excellent use, the ends of church 
government were obtained by it, and it 
was a leading example to th e ministers, 
of other counties. Mr. Baxter was not 
above his brethren-ministers, by a supe- 
rior title, orany secular advati tage, but 
by his divine ent lowments and separate 
excellencies, his extra: rdinary wisdom, 
zeal, and fidelity : he was the soul of that 
happy society. 

te continued among his beloved peo. 
ple, till the year 1660, when he cate to 
Londou. A while after the king’s res- 
toration, there were many endeavours 
used inorder to an ae Se: between 
the episcopal and presbyterian ninisters, 
For this end several of the bishape elect, 
and of the ministers. were called to at- 
tend the king at Worcester House : there 
was read to them a declaration drawn up 
with great wisdom and moderation, by 
the lord chancellor the ear! of Clarendon, 
[shall only observe, that in reading the 
several parts of the declaration, Dr. Mor- 
ley was the principal manager of the 
conference among the bishops, and Mr. 
Baxter among the ministers : and one 
particularly I cannot forget ; it was de- 
sired by the ministers, that the bishops 
should exercise their church power with 
the counsel and consent of presbyters.— 
This limiting of authority was so displea- 
sing, that Dr. Cosins, then elect of Dur- 
heh, said, If your majesty erant this 
you will unbishiop your bishops.” Dr. 
Reynolds upon this produced the book 
entitled, “ The Portraiture of his sacred 
Majesty in his Solitude and Saerings,” 
and read the following passage ; Not 
that [am against the managing of this 
presidency and authority of one man by 
the joint counsel and consent of many 
presby ters: Lhave offered to restore thal, 
as a fit means to avoid those errors, cor- 
ruptions, and partialities, which are in- 
cilent fo one man: also to avoid tyran- 
nv, which becomes no christians, least of 
ali church mem Besides, it will bea 
means to take away that burden and o- 
dium of aTairs, which may lie too heavy 
on ene man’s shoulders, as indeed | 
think itdid formerly on the bishops here.” 
The good dector thought, that thejudge- 
ment of the king’s afilicted and enquir- 















ing father, would have been of great mo- 
ment to iacline hun to thattemperament: 
hut the king presently replied, *¢ All that 
js in that book is not gospel.” My lord 
chancellor prudently moderated in that 
matter, that the bishops, in weighty cau- 
ges, should have the assistance of the 
resbyters. 

Mr, Baxter, considering the state of 
our aflairs in that time, was well pleased 
with that declaration. He was of Cal- 
yin’s mind, who judiciously observes, up- 
on our Saviour’s words, “That the Son of 
man siall send forth his angels, and they 
shall gather out of his kingdom all things 
that offend: Qui ad extirpandum quic- 
cuid displicet preepostere festinant, an- 
tevertant Christi judicium, et ereptum 
angelis officium sibi temere usurpant*.” 
Jesides, that declaration Sraiitod sucha 
freedom to conscientious iwninisters, that 
were unsatisfied as to the old conformi- 
ty, that if it had been observed, it had 
prevented the doleful division that suc- 
ceeded afterward. But when there was 
a motion made in the heuse of commons, 
that the deciaration might pass into an 
act. it was opposed by one of the secreta- 
ries of state, which was a sufficient indi- 
ealion of the king’s averseness to it. 

After the declaration, there were ma- 
ny conferences at the Savoy between 
the bishops and some doctors of their 
party, with Mr. Baxter and some other 
ministers for an agreement, wherein bis 
zeal for peace was mest conspicuous : 
but all was in vain. Of the particulars 
that were debated, he has given an ac- 
count in print. ‘ 

Mr. Baxter after his coming to Lon- 
don. during the time of liberty, did not 
neglect that which was the principal ex- 
ercise of his life, the preaching of the 
gospel, being always sensible of his duty 
of saving souls. Hie preached at #t. 
Dunstan’s on the Lord’s days in the af- 
ternoon. I remember one instance of 
his firm faith in the divine providence, 
and his fortitude when he was engaged 
in his ministry there. The church was 
old and the people were apprehensive of 
some danger in meeting in it ; and while 





* They that make too much haste to redress at 
once all things that are amiss, anticipate the 
judgement of Christ, and rashly usurp the 
ofice of the angels. 
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Mr. Baxter was preaching, something in 
the steeple fell down, and the noise 
struck such a terror into the people, that 
they presently,ina wild disorder, ran 
out of the church: their eagerness to 
haste away, put all into a tumult: Mr. 
Baxter, without visible disturbance, sat 
down in the pulpit: after the hurry was 
over, he resumed his discourse, and said, 
to compose their minds, ** We are in the 
service of God to prepare ourselves, that 
we may be fearless at the great noise of 
the dissolving world, when the heavens 
shall pass away, and the clements melt 
with fervent heat; the earth also, and 
the work that are therein, shall be burnt 
up:” 2 Pet. ili. 10, 11, 12, 15, 14. 

After St. Dunstan’s church was pulled 
down in order to its rebuilding, he re- 
moved to Black Friers, and continued 
his preaching there to a vast concourse 
of hearers, till the memorable Bartholo« 
mew. 

In 1661, a parliament was called, 
wherein was past the act of uniformity, 
that expelled from their public places a- 
bout two thousand ministers. {f will on- 
ly take notice concerning the causes of 
that proceeding, that the old clergy from 
wrath and revenge, and the young gentry 
from their pide: compliance with the 
court, and their distaste of serious reli- 
gion, were very active to carry on and 
complete that act. That this is no rash 
imputation upon the ruling clergy then 
isevident, not only from their concur. 
rence in passing that law, for actions 
have alangnage as convincing as that of 
words, but from Dr, Sheldon then bishop 
of London, their great leader 3; who when 
the Jord chamberlain Muauchester toid 
the king, while the act ef uniformity was 
under debate. “That he was afraid the 
terms of it were so rigid, that many of 
the ministers would not comply with it3” 
he replied, “I am afraid they will.” 
This act was passed, after the king had 
engaged his faith and honour, in his dec- 
laration from Breda, to preserve the li- 
berty of conscience , violate which pro- 
mise opened the way for bis restoration ; 
and after the royalists here had given 
public assurance, that all former animo- 
sities should be buried, as rubbish under 
the foundation of an universal concord. 
Mr. Baxter. who was involved with #0 
many ministers in this calamity,and was 
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their brightest ornament, and the best 
defence of their righteous, though op- 
pressed canse, made two observations 
upon that act and our ejection: the one 
was, that the ministers were turned and 
ke).t out from the public exercise of their 
office in tiat time of their lives that was 
Must fit to be dedicaied and employed 
fur tue service and glory of God, that is 
between thirty and sixty years, when 
their intellectual and instrumental facul- 
ties were ia thew vigour. The other 
was, in a letter to me after the death of 
several nshops, who were concurrent in 
passing that act, and expressed no sor- 
row for it: his words were, For ougit f 


see, the bishops will own the turning of 


us out, at the tribunal of Christ, and thi- 
ther we appeal.” 

After the act of uniformity had taken 
its effect, in tue ejection of so many min- 
{sters, there was sometimes aconmvance 
at the ; rivate exercise of their ministry, 
goinetines pulle indulgence granted, 
and offen asevere prosecution of them, 
as the popish and politic interest of the 
court varied, When there was liberty, 
Mr. Baxter applied himself to his delight- 
ful work, to the great advantage of those 
who enjoyed his ministry. But t-e 
church party opposed vehemently the li- 
berty that was granted, Indeed such 
was their filerceness, that if the dissen- 
ting ministers had been “ as wise as ser- 
pents, and as innocent as doves,” they 
could net escape their censures. The 
pulpit represented them as seditiously 
disatlected to the state, as obstinate 
schismatics : and offen the name of God 
was net only taken in vain, but in vio- 
] ice, to authorise their hard speeches, 
a (| hurder actions.azainst them. Some 
drops of that storm fell upen Mr. Baxter, 
w'o calmly submitted to their injurious 
dealings. I shall speak of that after- 
ward, — 

In the interval, between his depriva- 
tien and bis death, he wrote and publish- 
ec! most of his bowks, of which [ will give 
some account. 

His books for their number and varie- 
ty of matterin them, make a library. 
They contain a treasure of controversial, 
casuistical, positive and practical divini- 
ty. Ofthem I sha!l relate the words of 
one, whose exact judemnent, joined with 
his modevation, will give a great value to 
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his testimony : they are of the very rev. 
erend Dr. Wilkins, afterward bishop of 
Chester: he said, «That Me. Baxter had 
cultivated every subject he handled sand 
fhe had lived in the primitive times he 
had been one of the fathers oi the church,” 
T shall add what he said with admiration 
of him at another time, “ That it was e. 
nough for one age to produce such a per. 
son as Mr. Baxter.” Indeed he had 
such an amplitude in his thoughts, such 
vivacity of nnagivation, and solidity and 
depth of judgement, as rarely meet toge. 
ther. Fis enquiring mind was freed 
from the servile dejectien and bendaro 
of an implicit faith. He adhered to the 
scriptures, as the perfect rule of fait), 
and searched whether the doctrines, re- 
ceived and taught, were consonant to it, 
This is the duty of every christian, ac. 
cording to his capacity, especially minis- 
ters, and the necessary means to open 
the mind for divine knowledge, and for 
the advancement of the truth. He pub- 
lished several books against the papists, 
with that clearness and strength, as will 
confound, if not convince them. He 
said, « He only desired armies and an- 
tiquity against the papists :”? armies, be- 
cause of their bloody religion so ofteney- 
emplified in England, breland, France, 
and other couutries. Howeverthey may | 
appear on the stage, they are always the 
same persons in the trying-room : their 
religion binds them to extirpate heretics, 
and often over-rules the milder jnclinati- 
ons of their nature: antiquity, because 
they are inveigled with a fond pretence 
to it.as if it were favorable to thet: cause. 
But it has been demonstrated by many 
learned protestants, that the argument 
of antiquity is directly against the prit- 
cipal doctrines of popery, as that of the 
supremacy, of transubstantiation, of im- 
age-worship, and others. 
( To be continued. ) 
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From the Christian Observer. 


THOUGHTS ON THE SABBATII. 


When we take up the Bible with the 
view of ascertaining its true meaning, 
and the extent of our duty : we ouglit to 
consider that God speaks to us as intelli- 
gent creatures, whe are bound to make 
the Lest use of our understanding for the 








discovery of his will, We must not pre- 

yume to limit the Almighty as to the 
manner in which he shall make known 
bis will teuss; in whatever way this is 
done, we are called to implicit obedi- 
egiice. 

Express commend is not the only me- 
thod by which our great Creator aud Go- 
yernor has pointed | out our duty ; he has 
aiso revealed his will by syinbols, by 
pro! heticand somewhat obscure dec!ara- 
bons by significant actions of men divine- 
Wy inspired, and by parables: and in 
these the obscurity we sometimes meet 
with may be designed to excite us to dili- 
gent inquiries s after the will of God, and 
to be a test of our huimility and since- 
rity. 

Under the impression of these conside- 
rations, let us inquire, whether it be not 
the will of God that mankind iu all aves 
should dedicate one day in seven to the 
more immediate worship of the Almighty, 
and other religious exercises ; subject to 
certain limitations which the Bible has 
pou nted out, aud which our present con- 
dition in this world has votideted neces- 
gar. 

if, in our researches, we sheuld meet 
with some passages of Scripture, which 
at first sight appear contradictory; Jet 
us apply the following rules of interpve- 
tation: 


. Let us endeavour to find out some 
sense in which the apparently contradic- 
tory passages will agree, without doing 
violence to the expressions on either 
aide. 

2. Let us interpret obscure passages by 
those which are ol: sins instead of foreine 
the plain passages to béad to those whic! 
are obscure. 

3. Let us. in all donbtful cases, chance 
that side which 1S practic aily the most 

safe and avreeable to the : cener: al tenor 
of § Serpture. 


I shall consider the nature and extent 
of the command to'sanctify the Sabbath 
as it stood befure the promulgation of the 
law on Mount Sinai; as it was exp lai: l- 
ei and enforced during the Jewish dis- 
pensation 5 ; and as it continues obligatory 


upon the disciples of Christ to the ead of 


the world. 
The first intimation respecting the 
Sabbath is given im the second chapter 
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of the book of Genesis. This is a ver 
important passage of Scriyture, and de- 
serves our inost serious attention, both a¢ 
it respects the meaning af the wards, and 
the period at which Gey were deliveved, 
The second verse informs us what the 
Almighty did with regaid to his evn 
work, .ndon the sevent!: day Gad ends 
ed his work whieh he had mule 3 and sie 
rested on the seventi: day from ail his 
work which: he had nade, Yhe third 
verse proceeds to state, nd God Eessed 
the seventh day and sanctifed it ; that is, 
he set it apart for holy purposes : for 
such is the meaning ot the wor d sanetifi- 
ed in the Old Testament, when applied 
to inanimate things, or to persons ith 
relation to any office or fn inction, Phus 
the priests, the tabernacle, and all ifs 
furniture, were sail to be : sanctified, 
when f] rev were set apart to the service 
of God. Inno other sense can the werd 
sanctif ea be understood with relation to 
the seventh day, without forsaking th 
seripttral meaning of the term, and full. 
ing into absur dity. 


This command, toset apart the sevent’ 
day for sacred purposes, was given to 
man in his primeeval purity. Bei perere. 


ated upright, he loved the Lord his God. 


with all his heart, and mind, and soul, 
and streneth. The labours of each dav, 
in this happy state of mind, would be 
dedicated to God’s service. There was 
noneed of aday of sacred rest to with- 
draw the mind from the carnal eagerness 
of worldiy pursuits,or to reeruitthe body 
from oppressive labour. Man now en- 
joyed perpetual com munion with God, 
His labour was light. The Lord God 
tok: the man, end put him into the garden 
of Iden, to dress ié and to keen it. (Lb. 
vy. 15.) Thorns and thistles had not yet 
sprung up toecreate the necessity of la- 
horious esertions.— For, ut of the ground 
made the Lord God to grow every tree 
thet is pleasant to the sight and good for 
The earth had not yet re- 
ceived the curse which caused man to 
eat bread in the sweat of his fuce. 


If in this state the sacred rest of a se* 
venth day was ordained by infinite wis- 
dom,in what period of time canit become 
unnecessary to fallen man? Shail the 
consecration of a seventh day for the cul- 
tivation vi our winds blinded by sin, and 
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distracted by corrupt affeciions, be 
thoityr'it neediess ; when it was appointed 
to mae in innocence and pei fect lioli- 
ness ? Shall the merciés of creation vre- 
quirea frequestiy ceterning day for their 
cele ration ; and shall not those of re- 
cemption, in addition, call for an equal 
altention? la short, when we compare 
the state of fallen man with that of our 
first parents, during whose orizinal puri- 
ty tis comman! was given, we shall 
fad a variety of consi: der: aftons urging 
upen him the supertor necessity of sane- 
tifying rase yenth day. 

Beside 5 aAgeneral command thus giv- 
én to the representatives of the w hole 
species, must continue in force for ever 3 
unless tt be abrogated by the same autho- 
nly 'y which it was enacted. 

Vnetner there be any passages in 
Scripture which abrogate the Law of a 
Habbath, withac learness equal to that 
with which it was enacted, will be the 
sulsect of our future consideration. 

‘he observance of a Sabbath cannot be 
opposed with reason, unless it shall an- 
pear that 
this command. iteannoet be said with 
decency, that the neglect of the Sabbath 
is a more spiritual service to God than 
the observance of it. 

To aftach any ideas of superstition to 
the observance of a Sabbath would scarce- 
Jy fall short of blasphemy against the 

Almighty, whese wisdom made such an 
appointment before sin had entered into 
tie world, 

itis the duty of man at all times, and 
in every peviod of the world, to love God 
with all his heart, and mind, and soul, 
and strength ; but particular exercises 
and proofs of this love may be enjoined 
at cifferont periods. The worship of 
God, however, is required by a perina- 
nent obligation; and the exercise of this 
worship, e especially when it ts social. re- 
quires a cessation from other employ- 
ments, and seasons appropr yated to iiself, 
Is it not then in the highest degree im- 
probable, that man, when employed i in 
the innocent labour of cultivating the 


garden of Eden, should be requi: ed to 


withdraw, during ‘ seventh portion of 
his time, from this pleasing employ ment, 
to exercise himsellfin one still mire plea- 
sing toa holy soul; yet that we, who 


find it so difficult to abstract our minda 


there is a clear abrogation of 


from the too eager pursuits of world], 
things, should be left to follow our own 
ways on the day originally set apart tor 
the solemn services of religion 2 Sy , 
® supposition I cannot heip thinking to be 
bighly improbable, whether I consider 
the sanctification of the Sabbath in tie 
ligitefa duty or a privilege. 


ln whatever point of view we contem- 
plate it, the Sabbath was instituted wihea 
hakind stuod the least in need of that 
institution. Was the Sab! yath designed 
to be a day of rest? nt was Inst! tuted 
when the labour of our first parents Was 
“wikify to keep and dress the garden of 
bidet Was it designed tohe a Seus0u 
of lnseiuaiion ? ‘he law of God was 
then written upon the heart of man. He 
was mule aiter the image of God in 
rehteousness and true holiness. Was it 
cesigned to call off the mind from the 
anx iety of worldly cares? Qur first pa- 
rentstiad Hot: ‘tig to distract their minds: 
they saw God in all his works: they 
walked in pareene e aa were not astia- 

med. Was ita day ap pointed for more 
reinediadbonelieedeaa with God, in the 
exercises of holy worship? ‘The pious 
pair enjoyed a perpetual communion 
with God: they approached hin without 
fear, and served him with the profound. 
est reverence. 

Can we then imagine, that an institu- 
tion appointed when there was the least 
possible need for it, should be set aside 
when every circumstance in the situation 
of mankind loudly calls for such an in- 
stitution ? How greatl y do the inces- 
sant toils of many require a day of rest! 
What a powerful tendency have the anx- 
101s cares of life to shut out the ihe con- 
sideration of the world to come! ‘The 
iznoranee of many, especially at the low- 
er classes of mankind, requires that time 
for instruction, whick no other day, ex- 
cept the Sabbath, will afford ; and with- 
out stated periods for the public worship 
of God, the very xlea of religion would 
vanish out of the world. 


These considerations forcibly impress 
my mind with the persuasion, that the 
sanctification of a Seventh day, that is, 
the setting it apart for holy purposes, was 
an appointment of God, and is of perpe- 


tual cation. 
"3 W. H. 
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INTERESTING LETTER 
Addressed to the Secretary of the New- 

ark Bible helt ciety. 

Newark, June 14, 1815. 
flea’ Sir, 

in compliance with your request, 

] enatch a few moments to state +o you 
come inferesting particulars respecting 
adistribution of a donation of Bibles, 
trom your Society to the Indiana Tersi- 
tore I was happy in being at New- 

Aipany while Mr. Scribner was dist 
bi ting them. ‘Dhis gentleman net only 

paid the transportation of the Bibles, but 

was very faithiul i his atiention to 
the distribution of them. It dees net, 
jadeed, in that countr Y> requine 2 any eX- 
ertion to circulate the seriptare Ss, At 
New-Albany, as soon as it was known 
‘hat the Bibles were on hand, a oplicati- 
ons became numerous for them—even 
much move numerous than could be sup- 
plied. Mr. S. thought it necessary to 
nakea dis tinction between families and 
individuals, confessedly living Withoe rut 
the Seriptures, and to vive the few ¢ Opies 
wilh which he was supplied, to those who 
would make the best use of them. ‘There 
was indeed a suspicion resting in the 
minds of some ignorant persons respec- 
ting the purity of the motives of your 
Socie ety. Many in the western country 
have very little conceptie n of disinteres- 
ted benevolence. Some came and seri- 
ously proposed to take one of your Bibles 
and compare it with others, and see if it 
was the same. But Bible Societies 
surink not from investigation—standing 
on the broad and elevated grand of our 
common faithin the werd of God, they 
look down with impartiality on the vari- 
ous sects and denominations that divide 
the Christian Church. ‘They invite the 
co-operation, and support, and prayers 
of all. They extend the hand of char ity 
toall. They utterly disclaim politics al 
or sectarian views. They fear not, 
therefore, the strictest scrutiny. 

J am confident, my dear sir, that the 
Bibles you have sent into the western 
country could not have been better dis- 
posed of. It is astonishing with what 
tagerness they were enquired after. I 
saw two men who-came on the Sabbath, 
an excessively uncomfortable day, a dis- 
tance of 20 miles, to procure Bibles.— 
They received them and placed thein in 


distrt- 


iti 


induced ta 
ton, and then went 
home in the niga t. lua lew days the 
Bibles were ail gone—and Mr. eecribner 
said he could distuabute 100 more imme- 
diate! y: New-Albany is an excellent 
place ‘for the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures. [tis the great thoroughfare for 
emiprants going out upon that frontier. 
Thace owatit, theref< Wey to be a consiant 
deposit of Bibles at that place. Aud [ 
should earnes tly beg) ur Society to send 
on another Linines hately, i it the 
had not al- 
ready done it. Vhat ve iv active and 
benevolent institution has torwarded 100 
Bibles and 200 fndi- 
ana. the iilrnois and the Missouri Terrie 
tories res pe While the Female 
Society in that cit y, emulating its elder 
brother, b 2s sent i ") bibles tu Ne w-Ur- 
leans. ‘he Bible Society of New-Yors 
has been request d to makea donation to 
the Mississippi Territory, and it is pre- 
sumed it w itl gladly comply. ‘Thus the 
streams of chat ‘ity are at 


their bosoms. TI ney were 
tarry and hear ase 


Sulyty ly 
‘6 


Mila palmhs- 4ahy \. > 
, hy del) nia Sibie UC i ty 


. esiaiments to the 


" 
tively. 


Christian 
length beginning to flow into. that diy 
and thirsty land, where no water is. 
Permit me, dear sir, through you, to 
req uest of your Society a donation of Bi- 
bles for the Eastern parts of the Illinois 
‘Territory. ‘This is perhaps as destitute 
a region as any withia the United States. 
On the Wabash river [saw a man, whose 
locks were now crav, who told me, with 
tears, that he had been endeavouring all 
his lite to obtaii a Bible, but without suc- 
more minute account of this 
conntry vou will find is the Panoplist for 
May. * *.* * * Mr. Mills and my- 
self sent 50 Bibles to Shawanectown : 
We ween there a short time after they 
and learnt that there were al- 


cess. 


arrived, 
ready more applications for them than 
could be supp lied. **** 
DANIEL SMITH. 
—— +o 


From ibe Religions Remembrancer. 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


Extract of a Leiler to a Minister of the. 


Gospel in the State of New-Jersey, 
‘rom one in the State of Connecti ul, 
d ated 
Fatrriexp, July 17, 1815. 
Reverend and Dear Sir, 
Your friendly and acceptable 
letter came safe to hand more thaua 
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week age. You will rejoice to hear that 
if is tye gre: at an ure of uy iminmisterial 
labours which bas prevented iny answer 
ing it seoner. When | returned from 
Pitadelphia, I found such a state of 
tings here as | nev er witnessed before. 
About twenty lads from twelve to six- 
tecu years of age were uuder religious 
coucera,—some. of them very deeply i hie 
aaah and others in whatinay perhaps 
‘. denominated the incipient stages of 
awakeuing. Most of them belong to the 
/scudeiny, and though there werea bum. 
ber ©. f irls i iu the S&C; Hool, of anout tive 
Bante age, not’ one was tow n tu be pare 
6 warty aifected. [ft was, as you may 
el suppose, a time of hope and fear. 
y e sor pete with tvembling. 
Phings remained in the state in which 
I found thein for about ten days, at some 
titties hope Lad the ascendency , atother 
times fear. ‘The balauce seemed to 
tremble in awfal suspense. In the mean 
Cine as we trust, the weight of prayer 
as thrown into one of the scales, an nt " 
be yan slowly to preponderate. ‘The: 
ecemed tu be a sort of renewed impres- 
6100 of the minds of these who were first 
awakened, and there were some new in- 
stances ofawakening ia diterent parts of 
tac parish, ail among very young people. 
‘Pie virls in the Ac ademy aleo hecame 
gradually more thoug! (ful —and i a 
f »w days some appeared to be uider 
deep conviction. Our meetings were 
very full, frequent and solema. For 
three ar four weeks past there has been 
an evident though not rapid increase of 
tie work, both in the school and ont of 
it. “The last three or four days have ex- 
iihifed scenes 6f more interest than any 
thing we have before witnessed : several! 
marked instances of awakening have oc- 
cured among voung females of the first 
Class. ‘Ten. or fifteen of them were at 
my Loge three days since, tulaquiretze 
vay to Zion. 
‘Lheré’seems to de a general solemnity 
on the minds of the pe ople here, but Ido 
pot know of more than two or three mar- 
riod peyple who ave particularly anxious. 
We may say, F think, t! iit from sixty 
to eighty are new either anxiously nquir- 
iat, or rejoicing in hope, The number 
cf the latter Is not great, perhaps fifteen 
ov tweaty. lt is werthy of remark, that 


vie werk prevails in almost all the first 


iz 


families in the town. 
of the awakened belong tu the 3¢ fainilies, 
Verily, dear sir, this is the LORD”s do. 
ing, and it is marvellous io our eyes. 
Notiuny of the Kind is kuuwn ever te 


A great wiajority 


have taken place here. ‘Phis probally 

is the lirst revival siuce the babtlemers 
of the town. Ob! pray tor us, that we 
may improve tris season of God’s graci- 
ous visitation. Py ray fov me, that Limay 
be farthfal, and that all the souls of this 
peovle may be saved. 

I might mention several interesting 
anecdotes, but have room for only one,— 
Not loug since, a nember of the serious 
Luys went down to the water to bathe 
Une says to bis companions, it is possible 
tiat some one of us may be drowned.— 
God alone can preserve us. 1 think 
hefure we go in, we ought to pray.— 
Pney all reactily assented, kneeled down 
upon tue saud, ‘and one of them made a 
prayer, in w hich: he beyzed that God 
would keep them safe, or ib any of thent 
should be taken out of the world, that 
He would receive them tu tiimselfi Af. 
ter this they cheerfully veutured inte 
the water! 

it will rejoice your heart to hear that 
God is now visiting several otlerschools 
in Connectient. At New Haven there 
is a very great revival in a schoo! of 
young tadies; another im. @ similar 
school at Lite! field : and another in an 
Academy at Sharon. Revivals also seem 
spreading i iv all parts of tuis state. What 
a wonderful day do we live in! 

i rejoice to hear tliat there are favour- 
able appearances am pg the youth under 
your care. 1 hope that ere. this they 
have issued in . great awakening. 
any thing ext aordint lary takes place, be 
so kind as to let me know. 

{ am, affectionate!y, your's, 





_————EEEE * | 
CONDITIONS: 
THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR 

Ts pubiished every Saturday ; each num- 
ber contcinine etght octavo pages. An 
Todecs will be published at the end of each 
volunie. 
( The price to Subscribers will be rv 0. 
DOLLARS per annun, if at id within te-9 

months afier issuing the first number in 
every year 3 or rarer votrars should 
payment be delayed autil after that tine 
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